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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which were microfilmed for this collection are 
in generally good condition in the original. There are 
some pages, however, which due to age are lighter than 
normal. Additionally, because some volumes are very 
large and have been bound tightly and cannot be un- 
bound, there are intermittent occurrences of slight dis- 
tortion of the edges of a small percentage of the pages. 
We have made every technical effortto ensure complete 
legibility of each and every page. 





ACCOUNTS SERIES, 1869-1878 


Over seventy-five volumes at the Edison National Historic Site 
relate to Edison's financial and manufacturing activity during the 1870s. 
This material has been organized into five categories: (1) Personal and 
Family Accounts, (2) American Telegraph Works Accounts, (3) Edison & 
Unger Accounts, (4) Edison & Murray Accounts, and (5) Menlo Park 
Accounts. 


Personal accounts record the expenditures of Edison, his family, and 
members of his staff on foodstuffs, household commodities, and other 
personal items. A few business records relating to Edison's personal 
finances can also be found in this category. 


Accounts for the three Edison companies and for Menlo Park have 
each been subdivided into three broad categories: summary accounts, 
books of original entry, and labor and cost accounts. 


The summary accounts consist of ledgers and two pocket notebooks 
containing statements. The ledgers record credits and debits for accounts 
payable and receivable and therefore provide a summary of the 
transactions between the Edison companies and their customers and 
suppliers over a period of time. The two sets of statements contain 
estimates of the total assets and liabilities of the firm of Edison & Murray 
and thus provide a summary of the total indebtedness of the company. 


The books of original entry contain individual accounts, daybooks, 
order books, shipping and delivery records, and petty cash accounts. 
While entries in the ledgers usually appear under the name of various 
customers and suppliers, the transactions recorded in the books of original 
entry were entered chronologically, usually at the time that the 
transaction occurred. Prior to being entered into ledgers, the accounts of 
important suppliers were often recorded individually into pocket 
notebooks. These individual accounts contain a day-by-day record of the 
flow of supplies into the Edison companies. The daybooks provide a daily 
record of the payments, deliveries, and obligations of the Edison 
companies. The daybook entry for each transaction was later recorded a 
second time in the relevant debit or credit column of the ledger. 


The third category of company accounts contains materials used in 
cost accounting. Labor costs for each Edison company were recorded in 
time books and in payroll and time sheets. These records contain 
information about the hours worked by company employees and their 
weekly pay. Some of them also contain breakdowns of the hours worked 
by members of the labor force on specific jobs. Also included among the 
labor accounts are employee time books, which record the daily hours or 
piecework of individual employees. A record was kept of costs of tools 
and supplies, but this information was rarely segregated and organized to 
reflect overall costs of manufacturing. Costs of tools and supplies were 
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often recorded in the same volume as labor costs. In some cases, all types 
of costs involved in the manufacture of specific items, such as printers, 
were grouped together. 


Edison and his associates often mixed different types of accounts in 
the same volume, and classifications such as "ledger" and "daybook" have 
been used to characterize the majority of entries in an account book and 
not the totality of the volume. Some books contain entries for two or 
more discrete time periods or companies. One account book (Cat. 1184), 
for example, contains entries for the firm of Edison & Murray (1874-1875) 
and for the Edison Manufacturing Company (1876-1877). 


Among the account books at the Edison National Historic Site are a 
series of pocket notebooks, called stockroom books, which record the 
movement of tools and supplies around the workshops. The stockroom 
books have not been filmed. Examples of stockroom records, however, 
can be found mixed with unrelated material in other account books, such 
as PN-71-10-30. 

Important information about Edison's manufacturing and financial 
activities can also be found in other series on the microfilm. The 
Document File is a rich source of information about the Edison 
companies. Legal and financial agreements, orders and delivery records, 
bills and receipts, and business correspondence have been filmed in this 
series. The Document File also contains statements and other unbound 
account sheets. Additional information about the financing of Edison's 
companies can be found in the Legal Series, the Litigation Series, and in 
other series on the microfilm. 





EDISON PERSONAL AND FAMILY ACCOUNTS 


Personal Accounts 


Cat. 1213 1871-1872, 1876-1878 
PN-75-01-05 1875 


See also Cat. 1185 (Menlo Park Accounts) 


Family Accounts 


PN-65-05-22 Samuel Edison 1865-1870, 1874-1875 
PN-77-12-18 Charles Edison 1877-1878 


Grocery Accounts 


PN-72-05-01 1872 
PN-76-00-00 1876-1877 
PN-78-06-01 1878-1880 
Not Filmed 


PN-75-10-12 Bills of Lading 1875-1876 





EDISON PERSONAL AND FAMILY ACCOUNTS 


Personal Accounts 





Personal Accounts, Cat. 1213 


The entries in this book cover the periods 1871-1872 and 1876-1878. 
Most of the entries are by Edison and refer to his personal expenses and 
household expenditures. There are also some business acounts. One, 
spanning late October through December 1871, records wages paid to 
Mary Stilwell as well as some business related to the Gold & Stock 


Telegraph Co. The spine is labeled "July 1871 to Febry 1872, DAYBOOK. 


T.A. EDISON." The book contains 481 numbered pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 14-19, 26-99, 108-149, 154-249, 254-299, 
302-395, 398-399, 402-481. 


Missing pages: 1-2. 
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Personal Accounts, PN-75-01-05 


This pocket notebook covers the period January-July 1875. The 
entries are by Edison and relate to laboratory and manufacturing 
expenditures, household and business expenses, loans, and payments to 
workmen. There is a record of money received from Jay Gould, Western 
Union, and the Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Co. The cover is marked 
"Edison's Ledger." Sixteen pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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EDISON PERSONAL AND FAMILY ACCOUNTS 


Family Accounts 





Samuel Edison, Personal Accounts, PN-65-05-22 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover two time periods: 
there are records of hours worked and weekly wage payments from May 
1865 through July 1870; and personal accounts from April 1874 through 
May 1875. The time book entries are mainly for 1865 and appear to be 
records of men working for Samuel Edison. The personal accounts include 
lists of purchases and personal memoranda. The inside front cover is 
marked "Commenced Monday 22 May 1865." The front cover is marked 
"Time Book." Approximately 40 pages of this unnumbered book have been 
used. Another Samuel Edison account book containing drawings and notes 
by Thomas Edison (PN-69-08-08) has been filmed in the Notebook Series. 
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Charles Edison, Personal Accounts, PN-77-12-18 


This pocket notebook covers the period December 1877-February 
1878 and contains the account of Charles P. Edison. The book also 
records payments made to three workmen in February 1878. The front 
cover is marked "Newark Telegraph Works in a/c with American Tel. | 
Works." The inscription "C P Edison" appears on the top right corner of 
the cover. Eight pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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EDISON PERSONAL AND FAMILY ACCOUNTS | 


Grocery Accounts 





Personal Accounts, PN-72-05-01 


This pocket notebook, covering the period May-September 1872, is a 
daily record of groceries purchased by Edison. The inside front cover is 
marked "Mr. T.A. Edison in a/c with J. Forgie." The front cover is marked 
"Mr. T.A. Edison." Approximately 40 pages of this unnumbered book have 
been used. 
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Mary Edison, Personal Accounts, PN-76-00-00 


The undated entries in this pocket notebook are probably for 
1876-1877. They record the purchase of meat and other foodstuffs from 
F.M. Edgar, a butcher. The front cover is marked "Mrs Edison in account 
with F M Edgar." Sixteen pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 


-w-~ 











un 





Pete tnas 


at 7 





eos TEE en ee eet 
m . ra 3 ee 





Wb Hilecades-prhaes Jae 


4 


= :Z Lf y | 








: — Xe. See . th. S 
Dane 4757-0 a! ako 
u rcs tclaca arr ade arias Key Te : i 
SL Ea ore : y i 
ae pons ccs tec pera Nes i 





















ci ia 
i 
5 


i 
Y Hi 2 
Of acl 2 
aera C70) 
7 a: Gee 






Crvctb— 81 / 


Doin es ey 
ie avian. =e Af 










2 oe dinar ba 
LPR 








Z . i ae ys 


Pe Lyi erg Wes 
io fae 
Loe 


Rp 
ee 
Pg 


ee 


fo eS 


pokes eee seman fo 
VAL ee fe 
Ae 











: eran 


ze a a 




















oa KOA acti. Je 








QO 


SYN 
ey 


v5 


SS 


Ka bo | 


She bate [LG 
SARIN! 


Byles : 


WS 2 9 2¢cee 


| | eee AS 


I Grr Ly ve see 


olathe A ve A: ‘ \ 
t poy : . i 4 Se 
a eee ‘ : ea dames | ty Arn 
oS . 7 a 4 eg : sd 
7 id f eho ] aad Ce eee . eae | een 7 . 
eX| 3 fm A. i : Ss ‘ 
. . 7a > 
. a Ei aaa Site a “ 
pare _ A 








(iu Sf Pearly LA a i is 
ee ODS yd i ; 








Personal Accounts, PN-78-06-01 


This pocket notebook covers the period May 1878-September 1880. 


It is a record of purchases from A.H. Cornish, a grocer. The prices of 
groceries and other domestic supplies are listed along with notes by Mr. 
Cornish of receipt of payment. The front cover is marked "A.H. 
Cornish." Approximately 30 pages of this unnumbered book have been 
used. 
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EDISON PERSONAL AND FAMILY ACCOUNTS 


Not Filmed 


-_ 
” 


Personal Accounts, PN-75-10-12 (NOT FILMED) 


This book contains about twenty-five bills of lading from the New 
Jersey Express Company for the period October 1875-March 1876. Most 
of the bills relate to autographic presses and telegraph equipment. 
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH WORKS ACCOUNTS 


Summary Accounts 


Cat. 30,109 


General Accounts 


Books of Original Entry 


PN-70-11-29 
PN-72-02-20 
PN-71-09-05 


a/c with Macknet é& Wilson 
a/c with Crowell & Coe 
Shipping Book 


Labor and Cost Accounts 


Cat. 30,108 
PN-70-10-31 
PN-7 1-03-06 
PN-7 1-05-27 
PN-71-08-11 
PN-72-05-24 


PN-71-01-15 
PN-7 1-04-08 
PN-72-03-18 


Not Filmed 


PN-71-06-06.2 
PN-72-09.~27 
PN-7 1-05-23 
PN-71-06-06.1 
PN-71~10-01 
PN-72-01-23 
PN~74-08-~06 
PN-70-00-00 


Company Accounts 


Payroll and Time Sheets 
Time Book 
Time Book 
Time Book 
Time Book 
Time Book 


Accounts for Specific Jobs 


Time Book 
Time Book 
Time Book 
See also PN-72-06-14 (Edison & Murray) 


Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
Stockroom Book 
List 


1870-1871 


1870-1873 
1872 
1871-1872 


1870-1873 
1870-1871 
1871 
1871 
1871 
1872 


1871 
187] 
1871 


1871 

1871 
1871-1872 
1871-1872 
1871-1872 
1872 
1872 
Undated 











AMERICAN TELEGRAPH WORKS ACCOUNTS 


Summary Accounts 








American Telegraph Works Accounts, Cat. 30,109 


This set of 18 pages contains general accounts for the period 
October 1870-March 1871. The sheets marked "Cr" [credit] record labor 
costs, the purchase of supplies, and other expenses of Thomas Edison 
relating to the operation of the American Telegraph Works. The last 
sheet in this set records the expenses of Andrew Hyde, the superintendent 
of the American Telegraph Works. The sheets marked "Dr" [debit] 
indicate payments made to the American Telegraph Works, including cash 
payments from George Harrington and the Gold & Stock Telegraph Co. 
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH WORKS ACCOUNTS 


Books of Original Entry 


-ye- 





American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-70-11-29 


This pocket notebook covers the period November 1870-February 
1873 and contains a record of deliveries by and payments to the firm of 
Macknet & Wilson, dealers in iron and steel. The cover is marked 
"American Printing Telegraph Manufacturing Co. in account with Macknet 
& Wilson." Approximately 40 pages of this unnumbered book have been 


used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-72-02-20 


This pocket notebook covers the period February-December 1872 
and contains a record of deliveries by and payments to the firm of Crowell 
& Coe, dealers in iron and steel. The cover contains the names and 
business addresses of both Crowell & Coe and the American Telegraph 
Works. Thirteen pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-71-09-05 


This pocket notebook covers the period September 1871-December 
1872. It is a record of the telegraph instruments and supplies shipped from 
the American Telegraph Works, indicating the date of shipment, contents 
of the consignment, and its destination. The front cover is marked 
"Machines etc sent away."' Approximately 30 pages of this unnumbered 
book have been used. 
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH WORKS ACCOUNTS 


Labor and Cost Accounts 











American Telegraph Works Accounts, Cat. 30,108 


This set of approximately 450 pages, covering the period October 
1870-January 1873, is a record of wage payments and payroll calculations. 
The weekly payroll sheets list workers, their rate of pay, hours worked, 
and weekly payments. Many of these payroll sheets are preceded by a 
calculation sheet that provides a weekly analysis of labor costs for 
specific jobs. Beginning in August 1871, the payroll sheets include the 
signature of the worker on the line recording his weekly hours and pay. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-70-10-31 


This pocket notebook covers the period November 1870-March 1871. 
It records the hours worked each day by company employees and their 


weekly pay. Approximately 50 pages of this unnumbered book have been 
used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-71-03-06 


This pocket notebook records hours worked by company employees 
during the periods March-May and October-November 1871. Some of the 
entries also indicate payments to workers. The first page is marked 
"August 3 1870. By Batchelor." The cover is marked "Time Book." 
Approximately 50 pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-7 1-05-27 


This pocket notebook covers the Period May-August 1871. It records 
the hours and pay of each company employee. The first eight leaves are 
torn and illegible. The first legible entry is for June 7, 1871. The front 
cover is marked "Time Book from Week ending May 27 to August." 
Approximately 50 pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-7 1-08-11 


This pocket notebook covers the period August-October 1871. It 
records the hours worked and pay earned by company employees. The 
front cover is marked "Time Book from Week ending Aug 11 to October 
10th." Approximately 50 pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-72-05-24 


This pocket notebook covers the period May-July 1872. It records 
the daily hours and weekly totals of time worked by company employees. 
The entries towards the end of the book indicate the hourly rate of pay of 
each employee and his weekly pay. Approximately 50 pages of this 
unnumbered pocket notebook have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-71-01-15 


This pocket notebook covers the Period January-July 1871. It 
contains lists of supplies in stock and labor costs for specific jobs. The 
labor cost accounts indicate the time worked on telegraph instruments 
and the total wages paid. In some cases, labor costs and the value of 
supplies taken from stock are tabulated for specific jobs. Approximately 
30 pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-7 1-04-08 


This pocket notebook covers the period April-July 1871 and contains 
a record of hours worked by some of the work force on a specific job. 
There is also a loose sheet marked "Perf Tools. June 10/71" describing 
costs for the manufacture of Perforators. The cover is marked 
"Experiment." Thirteen Pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-72-03-18 


This pocket notebook covers the period March-June; the year is 
probably 1871. It lists the Price of parts and labor costs of workmen 
involved in the manufacture of telegraph instruments. The front cover is 


marked "Large Perforator." Only four pages of this unnumbered book have 
been used. 
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH WORKS ACCOUNTS 


Not Filmed 








American Telegraph Works, Stockroom Books (NOT FILMED) 


Stockroom books record the movement of tools and materials around 
the workshops. These seven pocket notebooks, covering the years 1871- 
1872, have been used in a variety of ways. Some books indicate tools and 
supplies loaned out to workmen; others record the tools and supplies 
received into the stockroom. One book (PN-71-05-23) contains an 
inventory of tools in the possession of workmen on May 23, 1871 anda list 
of damaged tools. The books contain numerous check marks and cross 
outs, and many of the crossed-out entries are unreadable. Examples of 
stockroom records can be found mixed with the material in other account 
books on the microfilm. See, for example, PN-7i-10-30 (Edison & Unger 
Labor Account). 


The following books comprise this series: 


PN-71-06~06.2 (1871) 
PN-72-09-27 (1871) 
PN-71-05.23 (1871-1872) 
PN-71-06-06,. 1 (1871-1872) 
PN-71-10-01 (1871-1872) 
PN-72-01-23 (1872) 
PN-74-08-06 (1872) 





FERRE eae ere TEE 


American Telegraph Works Accounts, PN-70-00-00 (NOT FILMED) 


The only entry in this undated pocket notebook is a one-page list of 
supplies. Several leaves have been torn from the front of the book. 





EDISON & UNGER ACCOUNTS 


Summary Accounts 
Cat. 1210 General Accounts Ledger 1870-1871 


Cat. 1212 General Accounts Ledger 1872-1873 
See also Cat. 1185 (Menlo Park Accounts) 


Books of Original Entry 


PN-70-09.05 a/c with Crowell and Coe 1870-1872 
PN-72-01-05 a/c with Crowell and Coe 1872 
PN-70.-12-24 a/c with A.W. Wright 1870-1871 
PN-72-03.21 a/c with Kinney & Co. 1872 
Cat. 1183 Daybook 1871-1873 
PN-71-09-06 Shipping Book 1871-1872 
PN-72-07-12 Shipping Book 1872 


Labor and Cost Accounts 


Company Accounts 


Cat. 30,107 Payroll and Time Sheets 1871 
Cat. 30,105 Time Book 1870-1871 
PN-71-10-30 Time Book 1870-1871 


See also Cat. 1210 (above) 


Accounts for Specific Jobs 


PN-~72.04-30 Printer Costs 1872 

Cat. 1211 Tools and Labor Costs 1871-1872 
Employee Time Books 

PN-~7 1-08-11 Wood 1871 


PN-71-12-15 Guera 1871-1872 





EDISON & UNGER ACCOUNTS 


Summary Accounts 


Newark Telegraph Works/Edison & Unger Accounts, Cat. 1210 


+ This ledger covers the period May 1870-September 1871. Pages 1-73 
contain accounts payable and receivable for May 1870-May 1871. Pages 
73-190 list the hours and piecework of employees from May through 
September 1871, and indicate payments made to them. The spine is 
marked "LEDGER," and "No |" is written on the inside front cover. The 
book contains 193 numbered pages preceded by an index of 11 pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 192-193, 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, Cat. 1212 


This ledger of accounts payable and receivable covers the period 


January 1872-January 1873. The spine is labeled "1872 Edison & Unger! 


and marked "LEDGER E & U." The book contains 452 numbered pages 
preceded by an index of 28 pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 10-29, 48-79, 92-95, 98-99, 102-103, 108- 
109, 114-115, 126-127, 130-131, 150-151, 220-223, 232-233, 240-241, 248- 
249, 260-428, 441-448, 451. 


Missing pages: 429-440, 449-450. 
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EDISON & UNGER ACCOUNTS 


Books of Original Entry 








Newark Telegraph Works/Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-70-09-05 


This pocket notebook covers the period September 1870-January 
1872. It is a record of payments made to the iron and steel dealers, 
Crowell & Coe, for deliveries of materials to Edison & Unger. The front 
cover is marked "Edison & Unger in a/c with Crowell & Coe." 
Approximately 30 pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-72-01-05 


This pocket notebook covers the period January-August 1872. It 
records purchases from Crowell & Coe, dealers in iron and steel. The 
name and address of the vendor is printed on the front cover, and "Edison 
& Unger" has been written under the printed line "in account with." 
Twelve pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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Newark Telegraph Works/Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-70-12-24 


This pocket notebook covers the period December 1870-August 1871 
and records purchases from A.W. Wright. The price and delivery of coal, 
matches, candles, lime, salt and other commodities are recorded. Six 
pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-72-03-21 


This pocket notebook covers the period March-September 1872. It is 
a record of tools and hardware purchased from Kinney & Co. The front 
cover is marked "Eddison & Unger in a/c with Kinney & Co." Ten pages of 
this unnumbered book have been used. 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, Cat. 1183 


This daybook covers the period May 1871-January 1873. It provides 
a daily record of bills, receipts, and expenditures. The spine is marked 
"DAYBOOK No. | Edison and Unger 1871." The book contains 401 
numbered pages. 

Blank pages not filmed: 146-147, 220-389, 394.395. 


Missing pages: 397-398. 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-71-09-06 


This pocket notebook covers the period September 1871-September 
1872 and records the delivery of universal printers to the Gold & Stock 
Telegraph Co. The identifying number of each instrument and the time of 
delivery is noted. The front cover is marked "Gold & Stock in a/c with 
Edison & Unger Sept 6th 1871 No. of Insts." Fifteen pages of this 
unnumbered book have been used. 


A list of parts needed to manufacture the printers can be found in 
pocket notebook, PN-72-04-30 (Labor and Cost Accounts). 
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Edison & Unger Accounts, PN-72-07-12 


This pocket notebook covers the period August-December 1872. It 
records the account with the Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., and lists the 
dates of delivery of universal printers. The cover is marked "Gold & 
Stock a/c." Six pages of this unnumbered book have been used. 


A list of parts needed to manufacture the printers can be found in 
pocket notebook, PN-72-04-30 (Labor and Cost Accounts). 
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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which were microfilmed for this collection are 
in generally good condition in the original. There are 
some pages, however, which due to age are lighter than 
normal. Additionally, because some volumes are very 
large and have been bound tightly and cannot be un- 
bound, there are intermittent occurrences of slight dis- 
tortion of the edges of a small percentage of the pages. 
We have made every technical effort to ensure complete 
legibility of each and every page. 
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PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 


may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 
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